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s to Creeds in General, ſome Men 
are of Opinion that we ought not 
to have any compos'd Forms of 
l Creeds, but take our Articles of 
Faith as they are taught, and re- 
o corded in the holy Scriptures; but 
they ſtand there at large only, as 
being in many parts but ſmall Remains of much 
that has been deſtroy'd by evil Men; and the Re- 
mains of obliterated Parts, disjointed and put to- 
gether in a diſorderly manner; but in which God 
has preſerv'd, and occaſionally Re publiſn'd the 
Whole Truth; fo that if we ſearch the Scriptures, 
as we are commanded Johz v. 39. we may find all 
that God requires vs to know, and to believe, and 
to practiſe for our temporal and eternal Happineſs. 


Bur they are not to be Collected and compos'd 
in the Mind, and retain'd in the Memory; and 
mult neceſſarily be compris'd in one ſtated form of 
Words of Truth, Collected from the holy Scrip- 
tures of Truth, and written for our Learning and 
Practiſe, to which we ought to agree, and not de- 
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viate from, but ſteadily adhere with joint cbnſent 
Job v. 39-—II. Tim. i. 13. Tit. i. 9. Rom. xv. 4.5. 
II. Tim. iii. 16. 17. Exod. xxxiv. 27. Deut. vi. 9. 
Jai. viii. 30. Chap. xxxiii. 8. Hab. ii. 2. Eccleſ. xii. 
10. Hoſea xiv. 2—-II. Pet. i. 20. Rom. x. 14. 15, 
For without Conformity to a true Rule of Faith, 
we ſhall not act with true and due Practice, with- 


out which it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, or preſerve : 


ſocial Duty reciprocally among Men. 


WE ought indeed to have but one-well-composd, 
Creed, as a firm Foundation to fix our Belief upon, 
and that to contain only all things abfolutely ne- 
ceſſary to believe, for daily uſe in private or pub- 
lick Worſhip of God; but it may be enlarg'd for 
Sabbath Days, and Paraphras'd to be us'd at ſome 
ſtated Times, and particular Solemnities, at Chriſt's 
Birth and Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion, and the 
Deſcent of the holy Spirit; in an extraordinary man- 
ner, on Trinity Sabbath Day, and on appointed 
Days of Thankſgiving for temporal Bleſſings, as 
that at the firſt ripe Summer Fruits, and at the end 
of Harveſt, and at our ſtoring our Granaries with 
threſh'd Grain and Pulſe, and Autumbal Fruits, and 
Roots for our comfortable Suſtenance in Winter, 


An Examination of the Three CREEDS. 


II is a cauſe of Infidelity in many Men, to call 
a Ceed the Apoſile's Creed, that is acknow- 
ledg'd to be compos'd long after their Deaths (viz, 
VIII. 4rticle of Religion) and to call the laſt Creed 
Athanation, when it is acknowledg'd to be mate 
two hundred Years after his Death. And it depre- 
ciates the Apoſtle's Honour if they compos'd the 
= firſt 


firſt Creed; ta ſay it's deficient, and wants a better. 
Greedto teach the Truth, nor do the other Creed ſup- 
ply its deficiency, or explain its want of Explanation. 
They are very different Models, and want greater. 
_ Explanations, and are full of contradictory Errors. 


As to the firſt Creed, the firſt Article ſaying God 
' the Father Created Heaven and Earth, excludes the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, by and thro* whom all 
things were Created, as a Trinity in Unity, the God 
and Father of all Creatures; and it is very prepoſte- 
rous to mention the Act and Deed of the Holy Spi- 
rit in Chriſt's Incarnation, before it declares a be- 
lief of the Holy Spirit's Being; and then but bare- 


ly mentions him, without any other Attribute but 
that of Chriſt's Incarnation, (and to paſs thro' the 
reſt, ) to pardon Sin without mention of Repen- 
| tance; the Life everlaſting without reſerve or Ex- 
ception, encourages many in ſinful courſes; in a 
vain hope of eternal Life without the Conditions of 
Repcntance and Obedience requir'd to obtain it by 
Fah in Chris merits, Bf, 


Ano the firſt Article of the Nicene Creed has 
the ſame Error, as the firſt Article of the former 
Creed. And inſtead of explaining, it confounds it, 
by firſt ſaying One God and then Gd of God, which 
is two Gods, as I have in due place demonſtrated, 
and begotten is a ruſtical Term tranſlated fo in- 
{ſtead of Procreation; and a due diſtinction ſhould 
be made between Cæleſtial and Terreftial things. 
And Generating is moſt proper to Heaven and its 
Productions Gez. ii. 4. and Begetting to Man by 
Coition Chap. iv. 1. and Chap. v. 3. and uſing the 
Terms Synenimonſly as Ver. 1, is the fault of Tran- 
ſlators, and in Jobz ili. 16. and ſhould be Genera- 


ted 


dy an Inſtrumental Carnal Copulation of a Man 


„ 


ted; and I. Pet. i. 3. and I. John v. 1. ſhoutd be 


Spiritual Generation, and not Carnal, and ſhould 
not be expreſs d by Begetting in Cotton or Copu- 
lation which is not the means of Spiritual Gene- 


Ap the Divine Nature of the Son of God, is E- 
ternal, Infinite, Immence, Immutable and Immor- 
tal, and could not be chang'd or finite, or incarna- 
ted and Mortal, or be born of a Woman, or made 
Man, and Die, for that is being made a Creature, 
nor was it neceſſary if it could be poſſible, for as 
by Man came Death, by Man came the Reſur- 
rettion of the Dead, and as in Adam all Die, fo in 
Chriſt's tutman Nature all ſhall be made alive I. Cor. 
xv. 20. 22. In this Act is the merit of Chriſt's hu- 
man Nature, not alone, but in the Divine Nature, 
for nothing leſs than the Divine Power could raiſe 
his human Body from Death, or our Bodies from 
Earth, and preferve our Souls and Bodies to Eter- 
nal Life, as T have fully prov'd in a proper place. 


Tue human Nature of Chriſt was not Begotten 


with a Woman, but conceiv'd in the Womb of a 
Virgin, by rhe Divine Power of God the Father 
thre? the operation of the Holy Spirit, not as A- 
dam was Created without a Woman, but Genera- 
ted of God the Father, by the Holy Spirit, ſo that 
the Divine and human Nature was united in the 
Perſon of Chrift, not by any change of the Divine 
Nature into Fleſh, but by uniting the human Na- 
rure to the Divine Nature; and not chang'd but 
from Fleſh to Spirit, from which it was condens'd 
to Fleſh, as is common to all Men, but in Chriſt's 
human Nature exalted above all Creatures. 


AND 


1 
AND to ſay that the Divine Nature of Chriſt 
was begatten of his Father before all Worlds, is 
not a fit Expreſſion for an Eternal Gezerating, for 
the Word before 1: a Temporal Phraſe, implying 
ſometime before, and tho? it may be ſaid tacitly to 
recur to Eternity, it does not expreflly fay ſo, as it 
ought to do, and plainly fay he was Generated of 


God the Father by an Eternal Generation, and that 


is without begining, but before implies a begining, 
for which Jobs i. 1. and I. John i. 1. are no Prece- 
dents, for they are inverted, and not fully explain'd 
in Tranſlating; but Verſe 2. 3. with Mark i. 1. ex- - 
plains it thus——That which we have ſeen and 

eard gc. from the beginning of the Goſpel, that 
was manifeſted to us of that Eternal Life of the 
Son of God which was Eternally with God the Fa- 
ther, we do declare to you——And, Jobn i. 1. 2. 
ſhould be render d The Eternal Word was of 
the Divine Nature of God, and was Eternally with- 
out begining with God, for in the begining im- 
ue Time, and relates to Chriſt's human Nature 

Only. hy 


AND as to the union of the Divine and human 

Nature in Chriſt, it could not be as Man's Soul 

and Body of Fleſh are united; that is in an equali- 
ty, for no equality can be between an infinite and 


immenſe Nature, and the finite minute Nature of 


Man; but as the Divine Nature contains all, and 
centers in each thing, the union of Chrift's Divine 
and human Nature was a centeral union, in which 
the Divine Nature was in, and round about the 
human Nature, not as the holy Spirit is in Man, 
that may depart from him, but in a moſt inſepara- 
ble union of Natures, but ſo as that when Chriſt 
was 


was viſibly on Earth, the human Nature did ac 2 
part alone, to which all its human merit is due, and 
in which it was left to act without the Divine Pow- 
er Mat. iv 3. to 11. and Chap. xxvi. 37. to 45. 
Chap. xxvii. 46. ai. xl. 17. 18. and to ſuffer and 
Die; which the Divine Nature could not ſuffer. It 
was and is a myſterious union incomprehenſible to 
us, but conſiſtent with Mans reaſonable Belief I. 
Pet. ili. 15. but it is a contradiction and very erro- 
neous to ſay the Divine Nature that was manifeſted 
in Man, John i. 31. was as is Miſtranſlated made 
Man, Verſe 14, for that is making it a Creature, 
and ſhould be as I. Tim. i. 16.—I. Iobz i. 2. 3. 


Abo Chriſt's Perſonal Mediatorial Kingdom was 
and is to be Temporal, as I. Cor. xv. 24. to 28. 
ſhews, and not endleſs, as the Nzcene Creed aſſerts, 
nor as man alone that ſuffer'd and Died, but his 
mediatorial Kingdom was in his Divine and human 
Nature united in his Perſon, but ſo as to be deli- 
ver'd up to God the Father of all, that is the Tri- 
nity in unity of the Deity, that is All in All. I. Cor. 
. e | 7 


Non is the holy Ghoſt perſonally the Lord and 
giver of Life alone, as that Creed expreſſes it, but 
of, in, and with the Father in unity as it ought to 
be expreſs'd; and to attribute Remiſſion of Sins to 
Baptiſm is falſe Doctrine, and robs God of his Ho- 
nour, Power, and Paternal Love, and Chriſt of his 
due merits, I. Pet. iii. 21. is a figurative Emblem 
only, of Chriſts Baptiſm, not of Water, but of his 
ſuffering Death for us Mat. xx. 22. 23. and Luke 
x11. 50. as I. Pet. iii, 18. being put to Death in 
the Fleſh, and reviv'd by the Spirit, and rais'd from 
the Dead Verſe 21. in which Baptiſm we are 2 | 
3 a iZe 


1 . Eh 
tized not with Water, but dying to Sin, and may 
ia Righteouſneſs Rom. vi. 4. Col. ii. 11. 12. 13. and 
the Life of (in) the World to come, is not only im- 
proper, but indeterminate whether to all without 
exception or not, and it may be a cauſe of Pre- 
ſumption, and vain hope to impenitent Sinners. 


And now as to the Athanaſian Creed, it ſhould 
be expung'd or diſus'd, for it can't be fo explain'd 
as to be conſiſtent with Truth, or with it's ſelt- 
contradictions. SEE 


I begins and ends with a horrible Denunciation 
without exception, and if it meant otherwiſe, ir 
ſhould have plainly told irs meaning, and not leave 
it unexplain'd, ro confound Mens Faith, and per- 

plex their Minds, nor be made a Plea for Papiſts to 
boaſt that none can be Sav'd but within the Pale 


1 5 of the Church of Rome, and ſome of the Church 


of England ſay ſo of their Church, and many rigid 
Diſſe nters of all denominations, think themſelves 
and their Sea, the only fayourites of God, and that 
all the reft of Mankind will be damn'd to Hell, and 
enduse Eternal Torment, and they quote Texts for 
it, that rightly taken condemn them Jer. iii. 14. 
Mat. 24. 22,——l. Pet. iv. 17. 18. 19. contra 
Mat: xi. 20. to 24. Heb. viii. 10. I. 13. It the 
Creed is explain'd in ſome large Commentaries; 
few of many thouſands of People can buy them, or 
Have time to read them; nay thoſe Commentaries 
condemn the reading of it unexplain'd, as wanting 
Explanation, and I have lived long, and never heard 
one Sermon Preach'd on that Subject, but have 
lately read Dr. Horbery's Sermon Preach'd on Tri- 
nity Sabbath 1749, the Title of which condemns 
both him and the C rare. by pretending to my” 
ene 
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the uſe of a Cree 
ing, and which he ſays in the tenth line of his Ser- 
mon, ſhould not be repeated without underſtanding 
it, and if not, then ſhould never be read without 
explaining it, and his whole Sermon condemns the 
Creed, as I have to ſhew at large, but ſhall only 


mention here that he ſays Page 11. that the word 


incomprehenfible does not convey a true meaning of 
the Creed, and that condemns the reading of it un- 


Explain'd, and Page 19. his Notation of the Com- 
miſſioners in 1689 condemns it by faying the con- 
demning Clauſes are to be underſtood as relating 

only to thoſe who obſtinately, deny the Subſtance of 

the Chriſtian Religion, but the Creed expreſsly ſays 
otherwiſe, and therefore ought not to be read, and 
Mr. Wheatly that he quotes ſays that tho? the whole 
Deity could not Die, a God did Die, which is 


Blaſphemy. „ 
Ap whocan take that Creed in any other Senſe 


than the Words plainly expreſ—— Whoſoever c. 


without any exception, and it is in vain to ſay as 
he does, it does not mean c. but tho' to doubt of 


future Good is a proper Speech, to doubt or be 


without doubt of Perifhing everlaſtingly is abſurd, 
and the word Everlaſting is indeterminate, being 
oft us'd for a long Era of Time predetermin'd by 
God, but unknown to us, and not to allude to E- 


ternity. And who can believe the Author of that 
Creed means not as the Papiſts Ec. do, and who 


* 


can otherwiſe underſtand it. 


AxD now after ſaying the Catholicl Faith is to 
worſhip one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity 


neither confounding the Perſons, nor dividing the 


- Subſtance, he does both, as plainly as Words can 


expreſs 


L unexplain'd, that wants enplain- 


( 
expreſs it; but firſt we muſt obſerve that the Son 
and holy Spirit are not perſonally equal to the Fa- 
ther, in their diſtinct Perſonalities, yet by his Dona- 
tion, and Communication of his Eſſence, and com- 


municable Attributes, they are in and with him in 
Unity the one true and only Deity, but this does 
Not entitle each Perſon to be a God, or God by 

himſelf, as he ſays, for as they are but one God, 
they can't be three Gods, and fo not each a God, 


or if it was poſſible for cach to be a God by himſelf, 


it muſt unavoidably divide and ſeperate the Trinity 
and Deity, as plainly and fully as Words can ex- 
preſs it. And it may as well be ſaid that the three 


Perſons are but one Perſon, as that each Perſon is 


a God by himſelf, and yet they are not three Gods 


bur one God; or that the three prime Faculties in 


Man that is God's Image, are three Men, and bur 
one Man. No Words can be found to make a 
more plain and expreſs contradiction. T - 


Nok is there any Text of Scripture that is not 
inverted, and perverted in Tranſlating that ſays that 
the Son of God is God and Man; and to ſay that 
he was made Man, as John i. 14. contra Verſe 31. 


is to make the Divine Nature a Creature, and make 
Immutability change, and Immortality die, which 
. 1 


The reſt of the Creed T have partly anſwer'd in 
ſpeaking of the Nicene Creed, and leave the final 


| Solution to the following Tractate on the Trinity, 


but muſt add here to theſe Preliminaries that this 
Creed plainly ſays that God in Chriſt ſutter'd Death 
Kc. and as this is impoſſible and impious, and con- 
tradictory, fo are his three Eternals, &c. being but 
one Eternal, &c. for if but one Eternal, &c. they 

J canꝰt 


” a I. 
can't be three Eternals, &c. 
nat Perſonally three Gods they are Perſonally three 


Eternals, as by God the Father's Eternal communi- 


cation, they are Eſſentially coeval, and coeternal, 
in and with him, and they are three in all things, 
except being three Gods, if they were not, they 


muſt be imperfections, and not Perſonalties, bur | 


meer nominal Phantoms. 


AND now before I inſert the Treatiſe on the Tri- 
pity, I will here by way of Compariſon, offer a 
ſhort Creed for daily uſe, and an enlargement for 


Sabbath Days, and a Paraphras'd Creęd for ſome 


extraordinary Solemnities, 


A CREED, or brief Profeſſion of Faith 


in GO p. 


BEI IE VE in God the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, One only true and E- 
a ternal God. 


Tux Father * of himſelf, the Son of the Fa- 
te ther alone, and the holy Spirit of the Father and 


6 the Son—— [hree Perſonalties 1 in one immutable 
Eſſence, ond united Deity. 


4 Or infinite Wiſdom, PIE and Hocdnels 5 
The Creator, Preſerver, Lord and Governor of 


« all things, the Saviour, Redeemer and Sanctifier 


&« of Mankind from Death to Eternal life Con- 


66 © ditionally to true Repentance, and true Faith and 
Obedience, and not unexceptionally, to wiltul In- 
6 fdels, and impenitent Sinners. 


& TI believe the Son of God took u pon bim the 


i Ofize af Angels . Chap. 18. Iaiah Ixili. g. 
5 8 Mo 


—But tho? they are 
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Mal. iii. 1. and the Nature of Man, and by both 
to reſtore all things in ſome Degree that are in 
Heaven and Earth, As iii. 21. Eph. i. 10. Col. 


in his Divine Nature, his human Nature was by 


of the Holy Spirit, conceiv'd and born of a pure 


Virgin, without any inſtrumental Ac of a Man, 
and his carnal Body ſuffer d Death for all Men, 


that are not impenitent in Sin, and it was buried 
in the Grave, and his human Soul deſcended into 
Hell, to ſave our Souls from Hell, and redeem 


our Bodies from the Grave, and the third day he 
aroſe in his human Soul and Body from Hell and 


the Grave, and aſcended to Heaven, where his 
human Nature is exalted above every Creature, 
being united with the Divine Nature, in the Per- 


ſon of God's Eternal Son, whoſe Divine Nature 


is in, and with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
enthron'd in and with the Majeſty and glory of 
God, in the boundleſs Heaven of Heavens. 


© I Believe God's continual Court of Judgment is 


ever exercis'd and executed on Angels, Job iv. 18. 


Jude Verſe 1. 6.9. Tec. iii. 1. 2. Mat. viii. 29. 


and on Man's Conſcience in this Life, and on his 
Soul at his Body's Death, for his offences againſt 
God, and on his whole Man at the laſt Day of 
this World, and then all Mankind ſhall meet to- 


gether, and implead one another, for their inter- 
paſs'd Treſſpaſſes; when Chriſt the Eternal Son 


of God will viſibly appear in glory and power to 
all Men, to judge the Living and the Dead rais d 


to Life, and reward every one according to his 
Works, Good or Evil, and will pardon all true 


Penitents, 


i. eo. Phil. ii 10. 11. and that without any change 


the Power of God the Father thro? the Operation 
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of Soul and Body in Hell Torments Rev. xxi. 8. 


1 


« Penitents, and with the Righteous receive them 
to Eternal Life in Heaven, but in different degrees 


of Honour and Happineſs Lake xii. 32. Daz. xii. 
2. 3. and the impenitent will ſuffer a ſecond Death 


till they have paid the laſt Mite Mat. v. 26. or 


till that laſt Enemy ſhall be deſtroy'd I. Cor. xv. 
26. and then tho' releas'd from Pain they will be 
in a contemptible State, compar'd with the glory 


of the Bleſſed Saints in Heaven, Dan. xii. 2. 3. 
and that will be an Eternal Puniſhment Mat. xxv. 
46. but being releas'd from Pain, they will con- 


feſs the Juſtice and Mercy of God, and be hum- 
bly thankful to the Saviour or Redeemer of the 
Bleſſed, and the deliverer of the Damn'd from 


the ſecond Death Lake iv. 18. Eph. iv, 8. and in 


God's univerſal Church, I believe the Communi- 


on of Saints, and the enjoyment of happy Life 


and Light Eternal of all the Bleſſed in Heaven in 


God's Kingdom of glory. Amen. Acts in. 21. 


LS. . 
Or the following Short CRE E b. 


the Holy Ghoſt, che Eternal, Coeval, Bleſ- 


ſed and Glorious Trinity of Perſons in Unity of 
the one infinitely Wiſe and Good, and only living 
and true Deity ;. the Almighty Creator, Preſerver, 


and Governor of the Boundleſs Heaven of Hea- 


vens, and of all the Heavens, Spheres, Worlds, or 
Orbs of Light and Dark, contain'd in Immenſity, 
of which our Terrignaqueous Orb, or World, and 
Habitation is one; the Maker of Angels and Men, 


and of all created Beings and Things, the Saviour, 


6 Re- 


Epb. i. 10. Col. i. 20. Phil. i. 10. 11. Rev. xxi. 


BELIEVE in God, the Father, the Son, and 


( 15 ) = 
* Redeemer, Sanftifier, Comforter, and Hap- 
© pineſs of Mankind. _ 

I believe the Eternal Son of God, our Lord, Je- 


* © fus Chriſt, was made manifeſt in Man, and united 


Ing conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and born as Man, 
of a pure Virgin, and was tempted by the Devil, 


And diſtreſs'd by Sorrow and Poverty, yet liv'd 


without Sin; and ſuffer'd for our Sins, great 
Miſery and Want, Anguiſh and Trouble, and was 
our example of Patience and Fortitude, and alt 
Virtues, Righteouſneſs and Holineſs; and his Hu- 
man Body dy'd by Crucifixion, a Death of Igno- 
miny, and inconceivable torturting Pain, and was 
buried in the Grave, and his human Soul deſcend- 
ed to Hell, be an Expiatory-Offering, and Sacrifice 


> 


the Divine and Human Nature in his Perſon, be- 


for our Tranſgreſſions; and aided by his Divine 


Nature to begin his Conqueſt of the Devil, which 
he will accompliſh in God's due Time The third 
Day, he, by his Divine Power, reviv'd his hu- 
man Body from Deatb, and rais'd it from the 
Grave, and aſcended to Heaven, where he is our 
© Mediator ; and his divine Nature (which in ſome 
_ © Reſpetts was in a State of Humility) is reinſtated, 
and enthron'd with God the Father, and the Holy 
* Ghoſt (our Interceſſor with God) as a Trinity in 
© Unity. Le ay ET 
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Il I believe that God holds a continual Court of 


Conſcience in every Man, in this Life; and a particu- 
lar Audit of every Man's intellectual, ſpiritual, im- 
mortal Soul, at his mortal Body's Death; when it 
will be judg'd for his Sins againſt God, and be im- 
mediately either receiv'd to Heaven and Happineſs, 
or-be doom'd to Torments in Hell. ; y 


1 

And I believe that at the laſt Day of this World, | 
all Men's dead Bodies will be reviv'd, and rais d 
from the Grave, and refin'd to Spirit, and re- united 
with their Souls, in one ſpiritual Body, and the Liv- 
ing be inſtantly chang'd to Bodies pure, ſpiritual and 


intellectual. 

And I believe that God will then hold his final 
Tribunal over Angels and Men, in the Perſon of his 
Eternal Son our Loko; : Who will then deſcend from 
Heaven to his centeral Seat of Judgment, at which 
all Men muſt appear, and implead each other, and 
the fallen Angels too; and both will then receive 
heir final Sentence, and Mankind either be receiv- 
ed, or confirm'd and finally conſummated in the 
Eternal Joys of Heaven; or condemn'd to the ſe- 
cond Death and Darkneſs in Hell, with the Devil; 
*ril that laſt Enemy is deſtroy'd, and every one will 
be fully Rewarded, according to their Works, Goes 


Il or Evil. 


And I believe God's true univerſal Church ;4 
joys a happy Communion, as Saints on Earth, 

Chriſtian Love, and Tranquility of Mind, ho” in 
worldly Tribulation; and in Heaven in Eternal Life 
and Light, in the Conſummation of their Joy and 


Bliſs, in uninterrupted W and never ending | 
Felicity. Amen. 


Toe CRE E D Enlarg'd, to bs R E 4 D on 
| . SABBATH- DAYS. 


Believe in God the Father, and in the Son, and 
in the Holy Ghoſt, who being of, in, and 9 
the Self- exiſtent Father, eſſentially and immutably, 
as a Trinity in Unity, are and is, the only one Eter- 
nal, living and true God; of infinite Wiſdom, Pow- 


er 


— 


C TF. 3 


er and Goodneſs; the Creator, Preſerver, and Go- 


vernor of Heaven and Earth, and all Things in 
them. The Saviour, Redeemer, SanQifier, Com- 
forter, and final Happineſs of Mankind; whoſe Mer- 
cy is over all his Works, and his Goodneſs extends 
to every Creature. 1 
And I believe the Son of God our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, took upon him the Office of Angels, and 
the Nature of Man, being of God the Father by 
the Holy Ghoſt, and born of a pure Virgin, and 


liv'd on Earth as Man, in Innocence and Holineſs 


of Life, as our Teacher, Pattern, and Example of 


Life, and in his human Nature ſuffer'd in Life, and 


in Death for the Sins of Mankind; being perſecuted 
and cruelly crucify'd, dead and bury'd, and he de- 
ſcended into Hell; the third Day he aroſe from 

the Dead, and aſcended to Heaven, and his divine 
Nature (which ever was in Glory, tho? for a Time 


invalid in human Nature, in a centeral Union, in 
which only an infinice Nature could unite with a 


finite Nature) was at his Aſcenfion receiv'd in ſome 
manner, as if reinſtated in the Glory of the Father 
with the Holy Ghoſt, in the Unity of the Deity, 
when his human Nature was exalted above every 


Creature, and inſeparably reunited with his divine 


Perſon; but without any change of Nature, except 
of his human Body from Fleſſ to Spirit. 


Conſcience in every Man in this Life, by which he 
is either unavoidably accus'd, and in part puniſh'd, 


or excus'd and comforted by an intellectual Aſſu- 


rance, or well grounded hope of God's Favour. 
And that God keeps a continual Audit, at which 
every Man's Soul at his Body's Death, appears in 


God's viſible Preſence, to anſwer for all his Offences 
_ 8 againſt 


believe alſo that God holds a continual Court of 
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munion of Saints; and the Enjoyment of happy 


E 
againſt God, or to be abſolv'd if a true Penitent, 
and ſo will be receiv'd to Heaven; or if Impenitent 
be ſent to Hell, to ſuffer for his Sins. And that the 


laſt Day of this World, God will in the Perſon of 


his eternal Son, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, execute his 
final Judgment on Angels, and on all Men living, 
and on all whoſe dead Bodies will be then rais'd to 


Life, and be re-united with their Souls, when all 
muſt appear together at that final Tribunal, and 


implead each other for their interpas'd Trefpaſlcs, 
and then receive their final Sentences of conſum- 
mate Happineſs in Heaven; or be dooim'd to the 


ſecond Death of their whole Being in Hell Tor- 


ments, and when that laſt Enemy ſhall be deſtroy'd, 


will ſuffer ſome Degrees of Everlaſting Puniſhmenr, 

being fix'd in a low State from. which they can 

never riſe to the Dignity and Happineſs of the Saints 
in Glory. . F 
But I believe God grants Remiſſion of Sins to all 
true Penitents, without any Recompence made by 
them to Him, beit he requires Reſtitution to all 


their Fellow, Creatures as far as they are able, and 


in Mercy forgives the reſt, and r<quires them to 
forgive one another, as they expect to be forgiven, 
thro? God the Father's paternal Love, and the Me- 


diation and Merits of Chriſt our Lord, and the In- 


terceſſion of the Holy Spirit, in the Reſtoration of 
all in ſome Degree, and the high Advancement of 
the Saints in Glory. 5 


All this I błlie ve of God, and of his Rewarding 
all according to the good or ill Uſe of their Free- 


will, in good or evil Works, or as they have obey'd 
or diſobey'd God's Commands for their Good. 


And in God's Univerſal Church, I believe the Com- 


Lite, 


4. 


8 (10 | 1 — 


Life, and Light eternal of all the Bleſſed in Heaven, 


in God's Kingdom of Glory, Aizen. Ads iii. 21, 
Eph. i. 10. Col. i. 20. Phil. i. 10. 11. Rev. xxi. 1, 


A Praphraſe on the CREED, 


To be read on Days of extraordinary Solemnities ; On 


Chriſt's Birth, Reſurrection ana Aſcenſion to 
Heaven, and on Trinity-Sabbath, aud on Days of 
1 haakigiving for Temporal Bleſſiugs; The Plenty 


of ripe Summer Fruits, and End of Harveſt, and 
ſtoring eur Granaries with Autumnal Producti- 


ons, for oar comfortable ſuſtaining in the Winter. 

* 1 Believe the certain and real Being of One Eter- 
- nal, Self exiſtent, Self ſubſiſtant, Self. ſufficient, 
and All-Sufficient Eſſence; which is a Spiritual Body 
of moſt ſolid Subſtance and moſt Glorious Form. 


* A neceſſary Explanation to the Unlearned of the above 
Terms. Eternal is without Beginning Interval or End; Self- 
Exiſtent of Himſelf alone, and not of nothing, or of, or from 


any other Being; Eſſence is the entire Being of a Spiritual 


Nature, Spiritual Subſtance is it's manner of Being, as entire- 
ly Spiritual. Immenſe boundleſs, and not to be meafur'd, 
Infinite not to be defin'd, Indivifible, undividable and ir- 
ſeparable, Impromiſcuous or Incomiſſible, unmix'd, Incon- 
taminate nat pollutable, or defilable, Innocuous neither doing 
nor ſuffering hurt. Imarceſſible n. Imutable 


nnchangeable. Immortal never dying. Impervious not to 


2 thro'. Impenetrable not to be pierc'd or pried into. 
Pervading is being in and thro' all Things, and all Things 


are of G 0D, but nothing can pervade or paſs thro' him, for be 
incomprehenſibly comprehends all Things, and can't be com- 


priz'd by any Thing, nor can be * let, or hinder'd, mc- 
leſted, or prevented, or have any 


any Thing. . 


f — 
— — — — , , ⁰ . , —ͥÆÄr ̃— CO 


ntzrference by, or from 


AVC Fo. e 
And by God the Father's eternal and internal E- 

manation and Communication of his Eſſence, and 
his holy communicable Attribues to the Son and to 


4 


ed Nature; entirely independent, and a moſt perfect 
Being; Immenſe, Infinite and Indefinite, Indivifible, 
Impromiſcuous, or Incomiſſible; moſt Holy, pure 


and Incontaminate, Innocuous, Immarceſſible, Imu- 
table and Immortal; Impervious and Impenetrable; 
Penctrating and Pevading all and each Thing, com- 
prehending All, and centering in every Thing; not 
to be compriz'd, interfer'd with, or pervaded by 


any Thing, but muſt needs be incomprehenſible to 


finite Creatures, tho? ſufficiently known to rational 


Beings (eſpecially in their final Perfection; ) to be 
the Primordial Cauſe of all Being, and ſo is the Fa- 
ther of all B 


eing, and moſt properly ſtylꝰd God the 
Father. 1 . Ss 
Who being Eternally prolifick aQtive and pro- 


ductive, he did of his own Eternal, immenſe, im- 


mortal, immutable, and indiviſible Eſſence, Eternal- 


ly generate his principal Production, who is there- 
fore moſt properly ſtyl'd his only generated So, 
(as not created) who is holy, immutable, indiviſi- 


ble, immortal, perfect, and eternal, and our Lord. 


And of the ſame eternal, immenſe, immortal, im- 
mutable, and indiviſible Eſſence, the eternal un- 


created, immenſe, immutable, indiviſible, perfect 


and immortal holy Spirit, is the eternal ProduQion 
of God the Father and the Son, by like internal E- 


the holy Spirit, they are, by, in, and with him, 
the ever bleſſed, happy, eternal, coeval, uncreated, 


undivided, holy and glorious Trinity of Perſonalitics 


1n the inſeparable Unity of Eſſence of the One God, 
and only true and ever living Deity. _ 
| = Wno 


| 
| 


„ 18 
| Who are, and is, the infinitely wiſe, infinitely 
good, and Omnipotent God and Father of all created 
Beings and Things, as being the Primordial, medi- 
ate, immediate, and joynt prolifick Efficient, and 
productive Cauſe of all Creation; the Creator, Pre- 
ſerver, and Suſtainer of all; ever Omnipreſent, * 
| Omnipercipient, Omniſcient, Omniaudient, and the 
[I Preſcient, ordinant and pre-ordinant Director, and 
the Univerſal ſole Sovereign Lord, and ſupreme Go-. 
vernor of all, viz. of the Heaven of Heavens which 
is immenfity, eternally, and of Temporary and fi- 
nite Heavens or Spheres, and all Orbs in them. And 
of our Terrignaqueous Orb and Habitation, and of | 
all the Infinite gradual Variety, of the whole Crea- {| 
| tion, ſpiritual and viſible to ſpiritual Creatures, tho? 
nov inviſible to us, and of Elemental Natures viſi- 
ble to our preſent Sight; of all Things in our World, 
and in the boundleſs Immenſity, the univerſal World, 
coataming all created Things. __ *' 
But tho? the Trinity in Unity are of the ſame in- 
_ diviſible and immutable Eſſence, and the only One 
true Goo; ſome eſpecial Attributes are neceſſarily 
peculiar to each Perſon in the Trinity, diſtinct and 
relative: In which a Perſonal Super- eminence ap- 
pears in God the Father, who only being Self- Ex- 
[iſtent, and primordially productive 1s implicately 
call'd God. And as the Son and the Holy Spirit are 
olf his indiviſible and immutable Eſſence, and Pow- 
er communicated, ſo they are imply'd to be, and 
really are, by in and with the Father, God over all 
— — — — 


— | | — 
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The Terms from this Matk * Mean All-ſeeing, All-know- 
ing, Fore-knowing, All-hearing, and Underſtanding, Or- 
daining, and Pre-ordaining all Things. 

Altho? 
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believe that God created Angels, and their Ha- 
bitations, before he created Man, and both of them 


„„ 
Altho' God is, and needs muſt be, incompre- 
henſible, in his eternal and immenſe Being, and his 
infinite Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, &c. yet he 
is, and will be ſufficiently, delightfully, and ſatis- 


factorily known to all rational Creatures; and fo 


now is, and in due Time, will be ſufficiently under- 


ſtood by us, and fo will be all his wondrous, beau- 
teous, and glorious Works, and his good Provi- 


dence ; and in the Knowledge and Enjoyment of 
both, our ultimate Happineſs will be 2 


* 


rational Creatures, capable of knowing him, and 


being happy in the Knowledge of him; and for 
their good, he neceſſarily and graciouſly endu'd 
them with the Power, and noble faculty of Free- 
Will in general, but ſubject to his All- wiſe and be- 
neficent Controle; which he exerciſes, in ſome par- 


ticular Inſtances, always for their preſent, or future 


Good. And tho' now he is inviſible to Elemental 
Sight, I believe he is viſible to the Holy Spiritual 
Angels, and to glorify'd Saints, who are Spiritual 
in Heaven, and will be viſible to us in the Lite to 
8 W 
And I believe that God reveal'd and made himſelf 
known to Our Primogenitors and common Parents, 
Adam and Eve, at their Creation, by a glorious 
3 


ppearance, in a Form and Figure viſible and ſuit- 
able to Man's Nature and Perception; and taught 


them the Art and uſe of Speech for their ſocial Con- 
verſation, and inſtructed them in all Things neceſ- 


ſary for them to know, believe, forbear and do, for 


their ſuſtaining Safety and Happineſs; and gave 
them Laws for their Good only, and therefore 


kindly 


ally com- 


0 


1 


kindly commanded their Obedience of them, and 


molt juſtly made their Diſobedience penal. 
I believe God's predeſti nate Decrees in Creation 


terior Creatures. i n 1 
But with reſpect to the Decrees of Free- will, 


which he neceflarily gives them, ſuitable to their 


ſeveral Natures ; and to the Laws which he gives 
to his rational Creatures for their Good, his pre- 
ordinate Decrees are Conditional, and proportion'd 
to their good or ill uſe of their free Will, in obey- 
ing or diſobey ing bis Commands, and to be reward- 
ed or puniſhed according to their Works; in which, 
God's fore knowledge lays no neceſſity on their Will 
or Acts; but he ſuper- adds his free Grace, to enable 
them to do well, it they will make a tight Uſe of it; 
and in whatever he thinks fit to controle their Will, 

it is for their preſent or future Good. He lays no 

unavoidable neceſſity on them, nor bardens any 
Men's Hearts, but tor their Puniſhment, after they 
have obſtinately harden'd them in Wickedneſs, by 


their continual Diſobedience of his Commands. 


And I believe that fome of the Angels, by the 
ill Uſe of their free Will, and by their Diſobedience 
of God's Laws made for their Good (as he made all 

Things good, and to tend to, and end in good) 

| they fell from their firſt Dignity and Happineſs, | 

and became Devils, and were by God's Juſtice, con- 
dema'd to Torments in themfelves and their Con- 
ſciences, and from which, they can in no Place be 


free, whether in Hell, or the Air, or the Earth, and 


1's Atmoſpher, to which, they are alternately con- 
nn'd, till their final Condemnation to the ſecond 
ell, where 


Death; but every Place is a ſort of H 


Torments 


are abſolute, as to the Creature's Natures, in his 
Deſignation ; which ſhall be Angels or Men, or in- 


—_— _— 


( 24 ) 
Torments unavoidable, are inflicted as Puniſhments, 
and the Time of ſuffering indeterminate to the Sut- 
. IT 

But as to Opinion, ſome Men think that Job i. 6. 
Mat. viii. 31.32. John xiv. 30. Epb. ii. 2. Jude ver. 
6. Rev. xx. 7. and ver. 1. 10. 10. and - Mat. iv. 1. 
10. 11. ſeems to mean ſome Intervals, Reſpites, and 

Abreviations of Torments; but ſome ſhort Glimpſes 
of God's Glory, and of the Felicity of other Crea- 
tures, may increaſe their Woes, by ſometimes hav- 
ing freſh Proſpects of what they have loſt, and ne- 
ver can regain ; and Returns of long Pain after ſhort 
Intervals, are oft more accute and intenſe, of which to 
determine abſolutely, is no neceſſary Article of Faith. 
I believe that the Chief, and all the fallen Angels 
by their Fall grew Evil and Malicious (and it not 
_ anſwering the End of God's good Providence to 
deſtory them) and they neceſſarily retaining the Uſe 
of their free Will, and eavying Man's Happineſs, 


the chief Devil, by falſe Pretences and Lies, deceiv'd, - 


tempted, deluded, and ſeduced Eve, and by her 
Adam, to the ill Uſe of their free Will, and to the 
Diſobedience of God's Commands, and Laws made 
for their Good; by which alſo they fell from their 
firſt happy State of Being ; and from being Good 
they became prone to do Evil, and liable as their 
juſt Puniſhment, to ſuffer evil Pain, and Death, of 
their Bodies; and their Souls liable to the ſtings of 

Conſcience, and the Pains of Hell, with the Devils, 
for believing them rather than God's Truth. And 
as all Mankind deſcended from them by ſucceſſive 
Generation (tho? not guilty of their Sin, as being the 

Effect produc'd and not the Cauſe) all are of natural 
Conſequence, involv'd in their lapſed State and 
Condition, prone to do Evil, and liable to gar 
| VI 


. 
Evil and Puniſhment, in Eſtate, Mind. Body ah 
Conſcience; Death and Hell for our own Sins an 
Impenitence only, or for cauling or being made 
Partakers of other Men's Sins; but by a true Re- 
pentance, and a true Faith in Chriſt's Merits, we may 
regain the Favour of God, and eſcape his eternal 
Judgment, as we hope, and may believe our firſt 
Parents did, by accepting God's Promiſes on his 
gracious Terms Gen. ui. 15. which doubtleſs was at 
large, and ina very particular Manner explain'd to 


Adam and Eve, to relate to Man's Redemption xs 


Life eternal, and not reveal'd to Job chap. xix. 25; 
26, 27. but ſpoke as an AQ of his Faith in God's 
Promiſe to Adam, Tucceffively taught in ſucceeding 
Generations, and known to all true Believers who 
retain'd the Knowledge of God, and true Religion 
and were not grown Infidels as Rom. i. 28. 
And I believe it was pre-ordain'd by God (who 
made all Things very good,) to bring a greater 
Good out of Evil, but not fo as to ſuffer the Guilty 
Impenitent to eſcape due Puniſhment: And that 
God's eternal Sox (to reſtore the fallen Creation in 
ſome Degree, and in ſome Degree to exalt ſome of 


the fallen Part of Creation) took upon him the OF 


ice of Angels, and the Nature of Man; and to com- 
pleat the whole Work of God, miſteriouſly united 
the divine and human Nature in his Perſon, and ſo 
made God ma nifeſt in Man (in the Fleſh and Spirit, 
Soul and Body) but without any Change in the Di- 
vine or human Nature, fo that tho? a real Union 
was made, the human Nature only was born, ſut- 
fer'd, and dy'd, being conceiv'd of God the Father; 
- thro? the eternal Son, and by the holy Spirit, and 
in due time, as Man (and in that diſtinct Nature) 
was born of a-pure * a higher Senſe _ as 
| 4 wy 
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Adam was made without a Woman, and Eve of 
him) and to diſtinguiſh the Divine and human Na- 
ture, he was calPd Emanuel, and Jeſus Chriſt our 
moſt bleſſed Lord and Saviour, and Redeemer, who 
tho' he ſhew'd bis Divine Power in many miracul- 
"ous Acts, and Effects, yet he liv'd on Earth in his 

human Nature, a poor deſpis'd and ſorrowful Life, 

in Want and Diſtreſs, in our preſent State of Tryal 
bearing our Infirmities, and being liable to Tem 
tations, which he over came without Sin (tho' left 
free as Man to act, and no otherwiſe ſupported in 
bis human Acts by Divine Power, than we are by 
God's Grace, thro' the holy Spirit): And he liv'd 
as our excellent Example, in Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs, and every Virtue, Meekneſs, Patience, Hu- 
mility, Fortitude and Contenrment under all Afflic- 

'tions and Sufferings ; and. under the Weight of all 

our Sins, he felt an Agony of Mind inconceivable 

to us; and his human Body dy'd on the Croſs, a 

painful and ignominious Death, for our Iniquities, 

and to ſave us from Damnation, and was buried in 
the Grave, in the Earth, and his human Soul de- 
ſcended to Hell, to be an Offering and a Sacra ſice 
For Man's Tranſgreſſions. And being aided and 
ſuppor ted, by his Divine Power, to begin his Con- 
_ queſt over Hell and Death, and of both infernal and 
 Incarnate Devils; which he will accompliſh in God's 
due time, and in { me fort effect a Reſtoration of 
all Things. From Hell he return'd to Earth on the 
third Day after his human Body's Death, and then 
reviv'd it from Death and rais'd it from the Grave, 


and re-united it with his human Soul, and made the 


Union of his Soul and Body inſeparable ; and from 
Earth, he aſcended to Heaven where his Divine Na- 
ture is reinſtated, and enthron'd high in the Glory 


or 


k 5 wn 


1 
of God the Father, with the holy Spirit; and his 
human Nature is exalted above all Creatures; by 

all which, he has compleated the Salvation and Re- 
demption of Mankind, which will be clearly re- 
veal'd to, and known in due time by the Bleſſed, as 
he receives them to Glory in Heaven ; fo that by 
Faith, and true Repentance of our Faults, we may 
thro' Chriſt's Merits, obtain the Remiſſion of our 
Sins, and Life eternal; in Conſummate Happineſs. * 
And he is our blefled Mediator, and the holy Spirit 
with him, is our gracious Interceſſor in Heaven, in 
their diſtinct Perſonalities, apply'd to God eſſential- 
ly, as the Trinity in Unity of the Deity; and the 
holy Spirit is our Guide, Sanctifier, and Comforter | 
on Earth, in our preſent State of Tryal and Proba- 
tion. „„ N 
I believe that God holds three Courts of Judica- 
ture with Reſpect to Man; the firſt a continual 
Court of Conſcience, ſeated in every Man's Soul in 
this Life, and from whence, none can eſcape, and 
by which every Man ought to judge himſelf, to 
prevent his future eternal Condemnation. BE 
And at the Second continual Audit, every Man's 
intellectual, ſpiritual, and immortal Soul, at his 
mortal Body's Death, does inſtantly appear before 
God's awful viſible Majeſty, to anſwer for his Acts 
and Deeds in this Life done, with Reſpect to Of- 
* fences againſt God; and if he was good and peni- 
rent for his Sins, he will, thro' Chriſt's Merits, be 

readily receiv'd to Heaven and Happineſs ; or if 

wicked and impenitent, will be doom'd to Hell 
Torments for his Difobedience of God's Com- 
mands; for tho' Chriſt's Merits are ſufficient for 
Man's Redemption, yet as God's Covenant with 
Man was conditional, fo are the Terms of his Re- 
OT demption 


Tu}. 
dempꝛion conditional to Faith and Repentance, and 
future Obedience, as the only Proof of true Faith. 


And God in Chriſt his eternal Son, will hold his 


third and General Tribunal, at the End of this pre- 
ſeat World, when all Men's dead Bodies will by 


God's Power, be reviv'd and rais'd from the Grave, 


and be ſpiritualiz d and re-united with their Soubk, 


lies, and all appear together, to confront, and ac- 


cuſe their ſpiritual Enemies, the fall'n Angels, who 
will then have their final Condemnation; and the 


bleſſed Saints, under Chriſt the ſupream dude will, 
as an inferior Court of Judicature, in fo 
judge the fala Angels, and the wicked Warſhippers 


of the Devil, ironically call'd the God of this World, 


and it's fading Vanities 2 Cor. iv. * 1 Cor. ii. 3. 


then, as well as at their Bodies Death to be try'd, 


mulg' d to, and by Maſes; or by the Goſpel 


| ls Chriſt our Lord, according to eacn Man's pol- 


fible Knowledge, and no Man to be condemn'd tor 
Incapacity, or una voidable Ignorance; and all mult 
then acknowledge all good Offices done by all, and 


 ferfect bliſs Celeſtial; or, Go ye damm d into the 
Second Death of Saul and Body in Hell, ta be tor- 
mented as your Sins deſerve ; when the Bleſſed will 
be eternally fix*d in their conſummate State of Joy 
aud Bliſs, withour Interruption, or — - 


and the Living be inſtantly chang'd to ſpiritual Bo- 


me Caſes, 


Rev. xx. 4. chap. xvit. 16. and all Mankind are 


either by the Evidence of their Light of Nature, or 

the Remains of God's original Law reveal'd to A4- 

dam, and known to them; or by God's Law __ 
le- 


facial Benefits recety'd from Mankind; and implead 
each other for their interpaſs d Treſpaſſes againſt 
one another in this Life; and then to receive their 
final Sentence of Came ye bleſſed to eternal Life, in 


CW 3 

End. And the Dama'd, when releas' d from their 
long and terrible Torments, will be fix'd in a low 
and contemprible State without End, expell'd from 
the beatifick Viſion of God's Glory, and excluded 
from the happy State of the Bleſſed ; which will be 
a very great and eternal Puniſhment, from which 
they can never hope to be releas'd or advanced. 
And moſt dreadful of all will be the final Puniſh. 
ment of the Apoltate Angels, far greater, and more 
deſpicable than the worſt of Mankiad. eg 

But tho? God's eternal Judgments are not limited, 
| woe be to the Preſumptuous, for they who Sin that 
Grace may abound Ram. vi. 1. will have a double 
Portion of Torment Rev. xvui. 6. chap. xxi. 8. 


And if this vaſt Diſſerence of Man's final State 3 


will not deter Men from Sin, and encourage Men to 
_ Holineſs, neither will the Dread of eternal Torment 
da it, as being contrary to God's Attributes, and to 
the holy Scriptures in their true Senſe, agreeing 
With that infallible Teſt of Truth; and what is con- 
trary to it ought not to be believed, nor can be ful- 
ly believ'd Lake xvi. 31. and ſo is the Cauſe of In- 
fidelity and Wickedneis. 3000000 
I believe that God's Univerſal Church, Militant 
on Earth, enjoys a holy Communion in Faith and 
Chriſtian Love, in ſocial Duties, and in the Parti- 
cCipation of holy Offices and Sacraments, in the 
Peace of God, and in Tranquility of Mind, tho? in 
worldly Tribulation; and it will at the laſt be 
Chriſt's Church Triumphant in Heaven, in which 
the Saints will have a moft perfect and joyous 
Communion, and join in Confort with the happy 


| heavenly Choir of holy Angels, and will in the | 
moſt raprurous Joy and Delight, ever humbly and 
g's glorious Praiſe to all — : 
n 


grate fully fing Go 


„„ 


And laſtly, I believe that theſe Divine Truths 


were not, nor could be clearly known by the Light 
of Man's Nature, but as it is evidenc'd by God's 
holy Attributes, were moſt certainly reveaPd by 
God to Man in a Manner ſupernatural to our Na- 


ture, tho? not to God; firſt by a Similitude of ſome 


Form that is viſible, and a Voice ſuitable to Man's 
Nature, promulg'd to Adam, and taught by him to 
all Men Col. i. 23. and when forgot were after- 


|} wards repeated and repromulg'd to the Patriarchs 


and Prophets, and finally by our Lord and Saviour, 


and by the holy Spirit to the Apoſtles, and by them 
do all Mankind; fo that Man is without Excuſe for 
Ignorance; and if wilfully Ignorant, he has nothing 
to plead for Mercy. But the want of Means, or 


Capacity, will not be lay'd to any Man's charge. 
And all God's reveal'd Will and Laws to Man, 
which imply and include all theſe Articles of Faith, 


and all that he requires of us to know, and to be- 
lie ve, and practiſe, are faithfully recorded, and by 
God's wonderful Providence, are preſerv'd in the 


holy Scriptures of Truth; and are by the Guidance 
of the holy Spirit rightly underſtood by Man's Rea- 


ſon, apply'd to God's Self evident Attributes, which 


are an unerring Explanation, and the only infallible 
Teſt of all religious Truth: Which plainly ſhews 


that our Faith being prov'd true, by our Obedience 
to all God's holy Laws, our good Works will be 
graciouſly Rewarded, and fo do tend to, and will 


end 1n our final Good ; not for our own Merits, as 


all our Sufficiency is of God, and our Defficiency in 
the Uſe of the Faculties and Powers which God has 
given us, very great, ſo that all our Dependance is 


on the alone Merits of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt; for -whoſe all powerful Merits, and 
BI prevalent 


CE 
prevalent Mediation; and for the boundleſs Love of 
God the Father, and the Bleſſed and effectual Sanc- 
tification of the holy Spirit, let us be moſt humbly 
' thankful: And to whom, to the holy bleſſed, and 

glorious Trinity in Unity of the Deity, be moſt 
humbly aſcribed, all Glory, Honour, Wildom, Pow- 


er, Majeſty and Dominion; and to him be ever 


render'd, all Adoration and Reverence, Homage 
and Obedience, Bleſſing, Thankigiving and Praije 
Erernally. Amen. Tow pens EE 
All Glory be to God the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the holy Ghoſt, the ever bleſſed Trinity in 


9 


Unity of the Deity. = 4 Vö²lzz 7} 
As it was from all Eternity, throughout Immen- 
ſity, is now, and ever will be Eternally. Amen. 
N. B. As it was in the Beginning is improper to 
an Eternal Being; and the Term vill be c. is an 
a& of Faith, but ſhall be, looks like a fort of Com- 
mand. os . e CON gs 
AN. B. As for thoſe Texts of Scripture that ſeem 
_ to denounce eternal Torment, they are not well ex- 
plain'd in tranſlating; but God's Attributes of Fore- 
knowledge, and pre-ordaining all Things tor the 
Good of all his Creatures, and his infinite Mercy 
declare the Contrary James ii. 13. chap. iii. 17. 
I Pet. i. 3. 4. 5. Jude ver. 17. £2. 23. Lake i. 77. 
78. 79. Rom. xi. 32, to 36. Heb. viii. 11. 12. Rev. 
xxi. 1. to 5. Phil. 11. 10. 11, And Mat. xxv. 41. and 


. Mark ix. 42. 49. 50. explain ver. 43. 10 48. and 


ſhe that being caſt into Hell does not mean being 
eternally tormented in it, or feeling the never dying 
Worm, but till they have ſuffer'd as their Sins and 
final Impenitence deſerves Mat. v. 26. nor do Jude 


ver. 9. mean eternally ſuffering the Vengeance of e- 


ternal Fire, as Mat. x. 15. chap. xi. 24. Lake x. 12. 


ſhew, 


8 


 thew, for who can dwell with everlaſting Burnings, 
ible 


and not be devonr'd and ceaſe to have any ſenſibl 
Being or Lite Hai. xxxiii. 14. but be reduc'd to 
Aſhes and Duff, for the ſecond Death is not a Death of Inſen- 
ſtbility, as the Body's Death is in the Grave, but to live in 
_ infuperable Torment, and it is a Death of Separation from 
_ God by Sin, but not Eternally 1 Cor. xv. 54. to 88. 

I know th rs 0: | 

- Things are poſſible to God's Power, and that to ſatisfy God's 
1 he can and will, make the Damn'd eternally ſuffer 


orment in Hell, without being conſum'd to Aſhes, or to an 
Inſenſibility. But they muſt think God as malignant, and in- 


Vveterate, and implacable as themſelves are Pal. I. 21. who 


Tay chat eternal Torment is not ſufficient to ſatisfy Infinite 


Juſtice, and eternal Judgment of Gd. 5 
Zut tho' all Things are poſſible to God's Power to effect, it 


not contrary to his Wiſdom and Goodneſs and Mercy, con- 


fider'd with his Fore-knowledge and Pre- ord ination, yet by 
his immutable Attributes of infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and 


Mercy, it is impoſſible fer him to act, or do any Thing that is 


contrary to them Heb. vi. 18, 19, 20. God's Juſtice does not 
exclude his Mercy, but Mercy glories over Juſtice James 

ii. 13. But if by God's Mercy, Men grow pre ſumptuous, and 

Sin that Grace may abound, Rom. vi. 1. to 6. he muſt 9 
E 


à double ſuffering of Torment, both in the moſt intenfe De 
gree, and time of Duration Rev. xviii. 6. 7. and then be for 


ever in a contemptible State, compar'd with the Saints, in 


% 
— 


Glory, Honour and Happineſs. or 8 
u s to the Trinity, it is declar'd Gen. i. 1. 2. ver, 26. chap: 
Ii. 4. and in many Patriarchal Texts, and in the Pſalms and 
raphers, and in Mat. xxwii. 19. 1 Jobn v. 


Col. i. 12. to 20. Ads iii. 21. Eph. i. 10. Rev. xxi. 1. to 5. 


ver. 8. Mar. ii. 4. 51. chap. xxv. 46. Dan. xii. 2. 3. 1 Cor. 


uv. 26. Neu. i. 7. chap, iv. 11. chap, v. 13. 14. Mat. xxiii. 
%% ml 88 
And if che true Medium Mat. xxviii. 29. and 1 7 v. 7. 
and 1 Cor. viii. 4 6. chap. xi. a. will not make them avoid 
the Error of Trietheiſm, and convince the Antitrinitarians, 
periſh in their Errors; for all the Texts they quote 


| * | 
to ſupport their: Errors, condemn them, as I Mall fhew at 


large in abe Treatife on the Trinity. . 


EC: POST: 


e Aﬀettors of eternal Torments fay that all 


7. 4 Cor. viii. 
4. 6. chap. xii. 11, and God's infinite : Mercy and Juſtice 


7 
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rit, and waſhing and cleanſing by the Water of Chriſt 
the Word, as John i. x. chap. iv. 10. 13, 14. chap. 
| vii. 37. 38. 39. All effectual Baptiſm is Spiritual, 

and River Water but a figurative Ceremony, 1 Pet. 


83 


POSTSCRIPT: 


Or, a Summary of the whole Txacr: 


I Know the Authors and Abettors of Baptiſm for 
* the Remiſſion of Sine, lay their Streſs on Epb. 


iv. 5. and chap. v. 6. But chap. iv. 5. means not 
Terreſtrial Water, but as chap. v. 26. plainly means 
Spiritual Baptiſm by Sanctification of the holy Spi- 


iii. 21. it 15 the Spirit that inſpires to a good Con- 


88 that is to all that is good and acceptable to 
5:79 PT" . 


And Chriſt baptiz d with the Spirit only Jobn . 


33. and not with Water chap. iv. 2. and St. Tu 
baptiz'd not with Water except a few in the ab- 
ſence of Inferiors, 1 Cor. i. 14. 16. ſo that John iv. 

2. means not the Apoſtles but inferior Diſciples, and 


Acts x. 438. Peter did not baptize with Water, but 


commanded his Attendants ver. 23, 45. to do it ver. 
43838. But Peters Baptiſm was ſpiritual and effeQtual, 
by their Faith in Chriſt, and they were baptizd 


with the holy Ghoſt by their Faith in his Preaching 


without Water ver. 43. 44. And fo was Chrilt's 
Baptiſm effeQtual without Water Mat. xix. 14. and 
be declar'd chap. xviii. 3. 10. that Infants were 


Members of the Kingdom of Heaven before they 
were baptiz'd, and that none ſhould be, admitted 
to Heaven that were * converted to Infants Inno- 

cence 
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cence in Virtue, Righteouſneſs, and Holinefs, as far 


as they are able, and God requires no more. 


But in the Concluſion of the Office of Baptiſm it 
15 inſinuated as if Tafants dying unbapti2*d, could not 


be tav'd, or why fay that it they die in Infancy 
after Baptiſm, they ſhall be undoubtedly fav'd; and 


ſome Clergy have both Preach'd and Printed, that 
- if Infants die unb 


* they cannot be ſav'd, (be- 


cauſe they will loſe their Surplice Fees) pretending 
that the Guilt of original Sin is upon them, contrary 
to Chriſt's true Doctrine Mat. xviii. 3. Luke xv. 7. 
Exe k. chap. xviii. And Exod. xx. 5. is not for Fa- 
ther's Sins, but their own continuing in their Fa- 


ther's Sins, as hating God; not if they love him and 


obey his Commands ver. 6. We are not guilty of 
Adam's Sin, but have of natural Conſequence the 
ſame Propenſity to Sin as he had after his Fall; but 
by true Repentance, and true Faith in Chriſt's Me- 


rits, and our Endea vours to do God's Will and obey 


his Commands, we ſhall obtain God's gracious Par- 
2 and be ſanctify'd by his holy Spirit to eternal 
Life. pk, 1 4 55 
A «s to Pſal. li. 5. it is not a Confeſſion of Sin, but 
a Plea for Pardon, as being procreated by ſinſul 
Parents, and having their natural Propenſity to Sin, 
and confeſſing his actual Sin ver. 3. and praying for | 
Pardon ver. 1, 2, 9, 14. and for the Spirit of Rege- 

neration ver. 6, 7, 10, 12. And waſhing ver. 2, ⸗ 


7. is not waſhing with common Water, but with 


the holy Spirit of Regeneration as ver. 10, 12. and 
Tit. iii. 5. And Jobz iii. 5. is the living Water of 
Chriſt and the holy Spirit as ver. 6. as ver. 8. plain- 


ly proves; and that common Water can no more 


profit us than common Fleſh chap. vi. 63. But 
_ Chriſt's ſpiritual Bread and Fleſh, and Water of 


Life 


3 C853 
Life only is effeQtual by his Divine Power to give us 
eternal Life, thro? Faith in him and our Endeavours 
to Obedience, as the Condition on our parts to ob- 
tain God's gracious Gift of happy Eternal Lite chap, 
v. 24. Chap. vi. 27. 33. 35. 40. 47. 48. 49. 50. 5 1. to 
57. 63. by all theſe Texts common Water as well as 
common Bread and common Fleſh, are excluded as 
of no value in Remiſſion of Sins, but are us'd only as 
à Figure or Emblem in an External Ceremony, but 
which as God has commanded to give us ſome Idea 
olf the Spiritual Food, we mult obey 1 Cor. vii. 19. 
but not fo as to put any more value on them than 
on Circumciſion of the Fleſh, which is as nothing 
withour ſpiritual Circumciſion of the Heart and Soul 


Dent. x. 16. Rom. ii. 29,— 1 Cor. vii. 19. Gal. v. 6. | 


chap. vi. 15. Our common Food is ſanctify'd by 
Chriſt the Word of God and Prayer and Thankſ- 
giving 1 Tim. iv. 4. 5. Phil. iv. 6. And Chriſt gave 
God thanks before common Food, and pray'd for | 
God's Bleſſing on it Mat. xv. 36. as well as at his | 


| Supper chap. xxvi. 26. 27. John vi. 23. and by his 


Divine Power bleſſed and ſanctifyd Water and Wine 
as well as Fleſh and Bread, but not to the Remiſſion 
of Sin, for that is God's Prerogative and free Gift in 
Chriſt's Merits, and the holy Spirit's SanQification, 
and not the Sanctification of Water. How then can | 
they ſay, that God has ſanCQtify'd Water to the M y 
ſtical waſhing away of Sin, as in the Office of Bap- | 
tiſm, which nothing but Chriſt's Blood can do Mat. 
xxvi. 28, Lake xxii. 20. Acts xx. 28. Rom. ili. 25. 
Chap. v. 9.— 1 Cor. x. 16. 17. chap. xi 24. 25. Eph. 
1. 7. chap. ii. 13. Col. i. 20. (Blood (not of but) on 
his Croſs) Heb. ix. 7. 9. to 15. 22. Chap. x. 18. 19. 
20. 29. chap. xiii. 12. 20. 21, 1 Pet. ii. 19.— 1 John 
i. 7. Rev. i. 5. Chap. v. 9. Chap. vii. 14. to 17.— 


E 2 John 


1 on 

1 John v. 3. means Water in Chriſt's Blood, as John 
19. 34. and Rev. xxii. 1.andto ver. 5.and Water is 
an unſtable Thing, and good only for common Uſe. 
Iwill mention many more Texts that place Sal- 
vation, Redemption, Regeneration, and Sanctifica- 
tion to Eternal Life, wholly to God's Grace and 
Mercy, and his free Gift, and the Merits of Chriſt, 


and the Operation of the holy Spirit, but in which 
Man's true Repentance, and true Faith, and En- 


deavours to a faithful Obedience, are requir'd by 


ternal Life is to be obtain'd, in all which common 


Water has no Effect Acts v. 31, 32. chap. xv. 11. 


Rom. iv. 16. chap. v. 2, 17, 20. 21. Chap. vi. 1. chap. 


Xi. 5,6. Eph. ii. 5, 8. Tit. ii. 11. chap. iii. 7. Heb. ii. 9. 
1 Pet. i. 13. chap. iv. 10. Rom: iii. 22. chap. v. 2, 


chap. xvi. 26. Gal. ii. 1,6, chap, iii, 22, 26, Epb. ii, 8, 


c. tit, 12. Phil, iii, 9, Col. ii, 12, 2 The. it, 13, 1 Tim. iv, 


12, 2 Tim. iii. 15. Heb. x, 38. c. xi. 1,6, to the End. 


James ii. 1. 1 Pet. i. 5, 21. Rev. xiv. 2. James v. 
16. Mark i. 4, 5. Repentance and Confeſſion Lake 


i. 77, 78, chap. xxiv. 47. Acts ii. 38. Chap. x. 43. 


Faith. Mat. iii. 11. Baptiſm with the Spirit with- 
out Water, and chap. xx. 22. Lake xii. 50. (chap, 
itt. 3. Repentance Accs xiii. 24,) Jobn i. 33, Acts i. 


5, Baptiſm but ſpiritual Baptiſm, and Col. 11. 12. is 
the Baptiſm of Sufferings in this Life till Death. 
And Chriſt's Baptiſm in his Blood and ſuffering 


Death, is the only effectual Means thro? Faitb in 
him, and by Repentance Lzke iii. 3. and Endea- | 


vours to faithful Obedience 1 Cor. vii. 19. 5s 
How then dare we ſay a Baptiſm for the Remiſ- 


fion of Sirs, or ſanctitying Water to the Myſtical 


waſhing away ol Sin, contrary to all the above 
| Texts 


God, not as a Means or End, but as Terms and Con- 
ditions of God's Covenant with Man, on which e- 


LT 2 
Texts of a and to the Grace of God, and 
the Merits of Chriſt and the Operation of the holy 
Spirit: . 
"If they ſay they mean by Water-Baptiſm all that 
is comprehended in thoſe Texts, the word Baptiſm 
for the Remiſſion of Sin ſhould never be ſpoken 
without a full and particular Explanation, as it is 
the Cauſe of groſs Errors, much leſs ſhould it be 
taught as an Article of Faith in a CREED, for few 
in Compariſon ever ſee it explain de. 
But we muſt conſider that altho* Chriſt's Merits 
in his human Nature has purchas'd our Redemption 
from Death and Hell, nothing leſs than his Divine 
Power can preſerve our Souls and Bodies to Eternal 
Life, or revive his own carnal Body from Death, 
and raiſe it from the Grave, and that not Perſonal- 
ly alone, but in and with the Father and the holy 
Spirit Acts ii. 24, 32. Rom. viii. 11. and many 
_ lexts prove. bn 
And is it not deſpiſing God's free Gift, and count- 
ing the Blood of the Covenant in Chriſt an unholy 
unprofitable and worthleſs Thing, and doing De- 
ſpite to the Spirit of Grace, to atrribute Remiſſion 
of Sin to Baptiſm, and common Water, tho* ſancti- 
fy'd by the Word of God and Prayer, as all com- 
mon Food is or ought to be 1 Tim. iv. 5. Heb. x. 
29. Rom. ii. 4. Chap. iii. 24. chap. v. 1, 2, 8, 9, 
10% IT, 18, 36, to $1. chap. x. 6,-$, 36. Jar. 
45, 22, 25, Chap. 33, 22, Chap. 37, 35, chap. 43, 
„„ = 
God has created and provided Medicines for 
every Diſeaſe of the Body, and Salve tor its all Sores, 
but no created Thing, nor any Thing but God's 
Spirit can heal Man's ſpiritual Soul, John 3, 6, 8, 
Chap. 4, 10, 13, 14, Chap. 7, 37, 38, 39. * 


5 1 
1 dare not ſay the Body and Blood of Chriſt pre- 
Jerve my. Body and Soul to Eternal Life, but pray 
for God's Divine Power to do it. V 
But Religion is taught by the Precepts of Men 
Hai. 29, 13, and they change God's Ordinances, 
and have broken his eternal Covenant chap. 24, 5, 
_ Chap. 55, 10, 11, 12: Jer. 5, 25, to 31, chap: 6, 
13, to 17, Pſal. 17, 8, to 15. John 5, 44, ver. 390, 
Si. POR 
here are ſome good Things in the worſt Reli- 
gion, and ſome of the worſt Things in the beſt Re- 
gion as it is now taught, as I prove in the Tract 
on Eternal Puniſhment- And it is a ſad Truth 
that no Religion is at this Time publickly taughr 
in the World, without ſome Mixture of Error; but 


it will not always be ſo Heb: 8, 9, to 12. Rom. 10, 


14, 15, and ver. 1; to 21, and that God's King- 
dom may ſo come as that his Will may be done on 
Earth as it is in Heaven, we are commanded ro 
pray Mat. 6, 10, and in God's due time it will be 
1o, to whom be all Glory Eternally. Amen, 
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